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"FIDES" REIORTS ONF TOMKIN SITUATION

On 17 September, the Vatican orgen, Fides published the following
commnication received from the apostolic wicaria e of Hairhong, which is
edminiatered by the Spanish Dominican miseionaries:

"In the Mpn Cay sector, we are subject to the contimual threat of
invasion by the Chiness Communist partisans. They are now cn the other side
of the border waiting patiently for the arrival of the Communist troops of
Mao Tse-tung. They refuse to Join battle with regutar Nationalist troops,
in order, they say, to avold massscre and destruction, Actually they ars
hoping to win without striking a blow for they are counting on the mass
desertion of the Chinese Nationalists. Meanwhile, Chinese Communist part-
isans are throatening to cross the border and invade our Tonkiny

*8ince northern Tonkin is inhadbited by peopre who are related to the
Chinese, infiltration can be made without perception. 8Sincs the beginning
of the year, groups of Chinese bandiis have been disturting our peace by
bold raiés. On 27 March, they ocoupied Mcn Cay and seized nearly all the
arms. Since then not a single day has passed without scme new act of ban-
ditry. The fact that these crimes remeimunpunisk~d is not adding to the
wrestige of those who are defending the good cause. Authorities have even
committed a crude error which has greatly served the cause of the Communists
ir Tonkin., These suThor¥ties, wanting to blame thease troubles on the Viet
Minh who are scarcely present in this region, sre resorting to reprisals
against villages which had neither etarted these disorders nor taken part in
them, but had made the mistake of rojoicing over them. On the other hani,
villages which had given refuge to bandits were spared. The most hateful
part of this error is that it is the fault of lu:opoans and gervea rs pro-
ragania for the Communists.

"In June, the Communists believed that they conld take ancther step,
While the regular troops guarded the frontiere of Tonkin, several thoueand
well-armed Viet-Minh gathersd on this side of Chinese territory, ecveral
kilometers from Mon Cay. Today, the Viet Minh Commmunists, Jjoined by Chinese
Comminiet bamdits are making life misarsble in our sector which is now be-
coming crimann rui

From the seme source, a dispatth from Hue gives the following account
of Viet Minh activities:
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"fhe Viet Minh are continuing to move. They are hindering traffic by
sabotaging roeds, laying mines, and conducting ambushes. In order to ctop
the food supply tc Pue, they are bluckading rice in villages, or are, buying
rice and shipping it elsevhers, thus cutting off the supply.

"During the vacation season, the Viet Minh arrested, in various villages
of Ding Hot Province, about 40 students of the Ecole des Breres du Sacre-Coeur
and marched them off 1uto their zomes. In Hus Province, studouta were alao
carried off to the Commnist zones by Viet Minh, who want to educate them
sccording to the Commnist methcds. In many vilieges, they are foroing doya
and girls, and even emell children, to take military drills and to be traimed
for war. The Commnist radio recently anncunced that they are holding 500
Christians in & eondentratiocn camp loceted in the mountains of Hue for naviog
refused tc become Communists. Foxrmerly, the Viet Minh rejectel the meme
Copmmnist, sod d1d not wish to paes s such, but today tbey openly adwit they
are no longsr interested In naticualism, amd that Comunism alone ¢an save the

country.”
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